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Kaitorial ~ 


For just over a year now, I've 
been involved in the women's move- 
ment. It's time to step back and 
take a look at what | feel is hap- 
pening from my perspective. 

We as lesbians often look at issues 
from purely a lesbian perspective, 
and not a woman's perspective. We 
often fail to look at the broad 
spectrum and consequently narrow our 
focus. We have sisters, and we are 
sisters, and it is this that we need 
to constantly remember. 

There are only so many women around 
to work on various causes. If seems 
that those of us with energy to put 
into the women's movement often wear 
a multitude of hatss They are gener- 
ally colored lavender. If we decide 
to take a stand on abortion, we can 
do so as women. If we decide to 
march for peace, or boycott Eaton's, 
or refuse to cross the Air Canada 
(CALEA) picket lines, we can do so 
as women. We do, however need to 
make other women aware that we are 
lesbians. We are quickly challenging 
the women's movement to accept us for 
whom we are. Sexual orientation must 
cease to be an issue in the women's 
movement. It's time to be comfortable 
with allowing sexual energy to flow 
where it will. Recognition of the 
fact that each of us are sexual beings 
is necessary. 


We need to recognize ourselves 
that each issue is a lesbian issue 
because we are women. To use daycare 
as an example; this is an issue for 
lesbians because some of us do have 
children. Abortion is another example. 
At some point in time, some of us do 
need abortions, and we would like to 
go to a safe, non-judgemental place 
to have one. 

The more we work with women, the 


more acceptance we will receive. 
Women at large are afraid of the 
"pnower'' of lesbians. If we work 


together and make strides together, 
we will be part of a unified front. 
lt t's a sad, but true fact thestnerne 
is a great deal of homophobia out 
there, and that we need to do a large 
amount of work in the groups that we 
belong to. If we can do this as ''out'' 
lesbians, and be accepted for what 
we do, we will have gone a long way 
in making all women equal. We will 
no longer have to deny the very core 
of our being. 

When we get to the point where 
each individual issue is looked at 
on its own merit, and not simply due 
to it being a “straight” or “Wesbrens 
issue, it is at that point we will 
be able to say that all women have 
arrived at total equality, and that 
we won't have to deny that integral 
fact, that we as women love women. 


Kathryn 
ACtIW hiEllesSeD ihe eros 


Commencing the June Issue of Womon- 
space, the following advertising proce- 
dure wilt bes ti erfect- 


- Application must be made to the Womon- 


space Board one month prior to publica- 
tion of the Newsletter. 


- All artwork required must be camera 
ready or an additional preparation fee 
will be charged 

- Fee will be charged as follows: 


Full sheet, both sides - $75.00 


Full sheet, one side - $40.00 
Half sheet (62 xX 9")” (S528 700 
One column (4!' x 9!') - $15.00 
Half column (4™ x 42) =SSqo8e0 
Business card size - § 5.00 
1 title + 2 lines (Ad) = Si2a0 
Additional imserts - $15.00 
*Discounts will be made on ads running 


for six months or longer. 


Womonspace News: 

In response to a note written in 
a recent issue of ''Womonspace'' by 
OAK. wer would like: to wf fers the 
following comments, hopefully to the 
Sovisfactionmot therladys involved. 

Originally we had designated 
Friday evenings as women's night 
with no males being allowed to at- 
tend. We had complaints both from 
some of our male patrons who choose 
fet te patronize ‘other gay estape= 
lishments but moreso from women who 
wished to attend with male friends. 
Hence, the policy change and in 
general the evenings had worked well 
with few complaints. 

We make every effort to control 
entrance by those who are not gay but 
there is only one final test and that 
is not our position to become directly 
involved. As well lesbian members may 
have straight brothers or friends who 
they may wish to have attend with 
them. 

Je do most definitely feel that 
there should be no harrassment by males 
and would ask that any women who feel 
they are being subjected to unpleasant 
epreums caniees brig *iteto -bhe satten= 
tionned the manager on! duty for settle- 
me ier 

We will make every effort to make 


friday evenings enjoyable for all 
patrons and will attempt to provide a 
neuter doorecont rola! lfithereraregany 
questions arising from this letter 
please contact the manager or myself. 


Dow B. Hicks 
Deal TWialle ROOST 


NAC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The NAC (National Action Committee 
on the Status of Women) Annual General 
Meeting was held May 10-13, 1985 at 
Carleton University, Ottawa. The theme 
of this year's, conference Was, lire 


Canadian Women's Economic Summit". 
After registration was completed, 
and display tables were set up by many 
of the varied groups attending the AGM, 
all those present were introduced to 

the President of NAC, Chaviva Mose 
by way of the President's Address. 
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The central theme of her address was 
that “equality seekers must not fight 
against each other’. There Vs a con- 
sciousness raising process through 


which we each must go. It is happening 


quickly. Now, /0% of women in Canada 


feminist. goals, ahd im the last 


share 
year, the number of member groups in 
NAC hed risen from 280 to 370. 
EconomiuGse are central to ouir pirob- 
lems as well as being central to the 
ONE iOS: - We need to work within the 
Within that w 


must do some long-term fund raising, 


present party systen 
so that we, aS organizations, will be 
able to get away from the dependancy 
on governmnet funding, and secondly 


get algrip on a form ot political 
action. 
of support and political power. We 


Education increases our base 


need to lobby at the grass roots, edcu- 
Cate on issues...cncd provide feminist 
enlightenment. 

Next, there was a panel discussion 
entitied, 'From Household Budget to 
National Deficit: Women and the Cana- 
diam Economy’. the panelists were, 
Marjorie Cohen, Toronto, Claire Bonen- 
fant. Montreal, Darlene Marzar!, Van- 
couver, and Laurell Ritchie, Toronto. 
There: Was discussion oni Such things as 
government priorities. For example, 
the Energy Department gave $1.2 billion 
in incentives to oi] companies, and 
$78,000 for exploration theoelar Energy. 
This was in 1981. No further figures 
have been released. We must be thorns 


Ni aA GaeAG M2 ‘Comps t 


NA © AGM “con'’t 


in the side of government. We can't 
say that an issue such as free-trade 
is too difficult to deal with. We 
must understand it, and deal with it. 
Our agenda - the economy is ours, it 
is our issue. We must deal with it. 

Preparations that are needed are: 
1). Be prepared for the budget. The 
attacks on Unemployment Insurance Pro- 
Grams, and On Universality. 2). Be 
prepared to fight the shorter working 
week. Part-timers earn 79% of the 
average hourly full-time wage. /22 
of part-timers earn less than $5,000/ 
annum, and they have less benefits. 

3). Be prepared to redefine the ap- 

proach to equality. The charter is 

only a tool in the battle. We need 

to establish new political and econ- 
omiS rights. 

Saturday morning was spent in a 
business session. There were reports 
by the President and Treasurer. There 
was time for questions on the regional 
and committee reports. We were also 
given parliamentary instructions. 

This was followed by candidate's 
Speeches. 

Lunch was spent working in Regional 
and Caucus meetings. One notable first 
was the Lesbian Caucus. In the 13 year 
history of NAC, Lesbian issues had nev- 
er been addressed. The time was spent 
in preparation for Resolution #22 per- 
taining to having NAC give priority 
in the coming year to devising a strong 
lobby to the federal government to in- 
clude sexual orientation as a prohib- 
ited ground for discrimination in the 
Charter. 

The rest of the afternoon was spent 
in workshops. Topics included: It's 
Our Money: Tax Reform in Women's 
Interest, Getting Women Where the Jobs 
Are - Training and Retraining, Fighting 
the Cutbacks: Universality and the 
Threats to Income Security, Educating 
Canadian Women for the Future: Access- 
ibility, Support, Content and 23 others. 


The evening consisted of a banquet, 
entertainment (Helen Porter: Voices 
of Women at Work, and 'La Chanson de 
Femme! a musical group including Sylvie 
Tremblay and Priscilla LaPointe from 
Montreal) and a dance - the first one 
so titled atva NAC iconferenice. 

Sunday morning was occupied by elec- 
tions for the NAC executive. Chaviva 
Mosek was acclaimed as President. 
Marjorie Cohen, Louise Delude and Jon 
Leah Hopkins were elected as Vice Pre- 
sidents. Ellie Silverman from Calgary 
was elected secretary and Ann C. Wood 
was acclaimed as Treasurer. Trudy 
Richardson was acclaimed as Regional 
Representative for Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories. 

The resolutions addressed and car- 
ried included: Daycare, Equality In 
Employment, Deficit Reduction through © 
reform of the tax system rather then | 
public spending cuts, CRIC set up a 
Task force on sex-role stereotyping, 
Opposition on the generation of Nuclear 
power and in Star Wars, effects of 
workplace hazards on women, and Sexual 
Orientation. 

Meg Luxton addressed the luncheon. 
Her topic was 'more than a labor of 
love: women's labor and the feminist 
movement'. She was followed by Greta 
Nemi roff, who spoke on 'bringing the 
summit home!'. 

Sunday afternoon was spent in pre- 
paration for the lobby. Issues chosen 
to be addressed included: Indian 
women, Unemployment Insurance, Pensions 
Technological Change (CALEA Strike) 
Deficit, Daycare and Peace. One of 
the most controversial top. lGs..to.be 
brought up was that of sexual orienta- 
tion. This was brought up under the 
working group on the Charter. The 
question read, "will your party pro- 
pose a constitional amendment to 
include sexual orientation as one of 
the prohibited grounds of discrimin- 
ation in section I5c6frythe Charter?" 
Honorable John Crosbie's answer after 
much pressure and hesitation was may- 
be. 
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All of the work that took place 
around this topic was historic as 
lesbian issues had never been spoken 
about in the 13 year history of NAC. 
What it took was a few very brave 
women to stand up, acknowledge their 
sexuality and demand that the issue 
be addressed by all of the women at 
the conference. It was addressed 
all the way to the lobby in the House 
of Commons. 

The networking that took place was 
tremendous. We have approached NAC 
to set up a lesbian committee to ad- 
dress the passage of Resolution #22. 
The committee would make sure that 
the promises were followed through 
on, and that consciousness was raised 
through education and increased visa- 
bility. If the request for the com- 
mittee is turned down by the Executive 
in June, all of the 40 women present 
were agreeable to setting up a Nation- 
al Lesbian Coalition. We now have 
Gon kaetsut ;om. Coast itor coast. 'cLiter- 
ature on the conference will be avail- 
able in the office shortly. As well, 
anyone who hasn't already heard about 
the conference from myself is more 
that welcome to come talk to me about 
Lt. 

After the lobby, the Annual General 
Meeting was over. All 400 delegates 
returned home armed with new ideas and 
a fresh enthusiasm for all of the work 
that needs to be completed in the next 
year. 


Kathryn 


Shela (lacDonadd 
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LESBIAN DROP-IN 
Every Thursday is drop-in night \)) 

from 7 - 9 at Every Woman's Place. (( 
(9926 - 112 Street) All women are ) 
welcome. 

LESBIAN TALK NIGHT 
Third Thursday night of each month 

7 - 9pm. (or; later) 

Every Woman's Place 
Gather for an evening to discuss 
issues of lesbianism/feminism. 
Bring your suggestions for topics 
(ideas, articles, books to read, etc) 
At the end of each evening we choose 
our topic for the next Lesbian Talk 
Night and decide if we need to 
distribute reading materials. 


IGAY AND LESBIAN AWARENESS 1985 


[DANCE | 


~ By GATE: 


JUNE 22nd 8pm - lam 


Bonnie Doon Community 
Ha 11 


9240-93 St. 


$5 GATE member 
$7 non member 


| @ nusic by Annie 


NATIONAL LESBIAN TOUR 


We're back on the road again. Having 
been through B.C., Alberta and Saskat- 
chewan, | left you nearing the border 
of Manitoba, in the last installment. 
So far this trip had been going well, 
with meeting people, good weather and 
camping conditions, etc. 

| spent my last night in Saskat- 
chewan at a great campground at 
Moosomin. I've stopped there before 
and liked it each time. There are 
showers and laundromat and it's cheap. 
Nee *camps ites, too. “Every. once=in= 
awhile I'd see womyn, together or 
alone on the road, who piqned my curi- 
osity. There were a pair here at 
Moosomin who certainly looked like 
dykes. | talked with another pair 
travelling on bikes cross-country, but 
mostly there's too much reserve to 
really know for sure. 

| was looking forward to going 
through Manitoba; one definate and 
one potential contact to check out 
there. I'd heard of a womon in Bran- 
don, but | had a first name only and 
no phone number, so that one didn't 
materialize. 

Then on to Portage-la-Prairie where 
there is a bi-sexual women's support 
group; I'd had a quite friendly letter 
from them. The group is run by two 
womyn who live together and run a small 
shop together. It's a small town, 
(about 14,000) and as far as they know, 
there aren't any, or many other gay, 
lesbian or bi people in town. Percen- 
tage wise, there must be, but it's a 
small and conservative place. Most of 
their members, or contacts come through 
Winnipeg, which is only an hour away; 
or by mail from outlying areas. 

These two womyn met through the 
‘Wishing Well' magazine which is a get- 
together sservice. for lesbians.  Nt"s 
published in the U.S.A. (address at 
end of this article). They were more 
than kind to me - insisted | stay at 
their house, gave my dogs the run of 
their yard, and drove me all around 


the town to see everything. After 
all this, we stopped at a restaurant 
and they insisted on treating me. 

They talked a lot about isolation 
in the town, the need to be solid 
together and how the support group 
worked. It was interesting that one 
of them identified herself as a les- 
bian and the other as a bi-sexual, 
even though they clearly had a commi- 
ted lesbian relationship. The support 
group mainly functions through the fall, 
winter and spring as a loosely associa- 
ted information and contact clearing- 
house. 

All in all my time in Portage-la- 
Prairie was good, except for the ele- 
ment of tension and hidden-ness, which 
is understandable. I talked about my 
trip, handed out Womonspace pamphlets 
and shared the information | had 
gathered thus far. 

This brought me to the end of the 
prairie and western region and after 
passing Winnipeg, the landscape and 
weather and everything else changed. 
As | drove east out of Winnipeg | 
had my first serious near-miss with 
a grain truck and a totally delight- 
ful and wonderful visit at the Lesbian 
Archives in Kenora. More next month. 

Oh yes - as stated at the begin- 
ning, of these articles;.|'‘migiving 


big cities a miss since they're 

more easily accessable (check 
'Network' pages in Body Politic); 
while small towns and rural areas 
offer more difficulty. My aim was 

to find out what was available for 
lesbians in rural areas; how they 
coped and what support systems they've 
set up. Continually fascinating. 


GoMiceee IENSics iWole MEN icons 


Portage-la-Prairie: Bi-women's Sup- 
port Group (BWSG), Box 820, P-la-P, 
Mie. RIN 3C3. 

Thompson: Gay Friends of Thompson, 
Box 157, Thompson, Mn., R8N 1N2 


Winnipeg: Lesbian Line (204) 786- 
8976 (information line), Gay Commun- 
ity Center, 277 Sherbrooke St., Win- 
nipeg. 

The Wishing Well: P.0. Box 117, Nov- 


atone Case USGA, S4948=0117. 


= Judesutts: 


fine clothing custom-made 
classic tailoring for womyn 


Jude Major, tailor 
429-2355 
specialist in 
silk, wool, linen, cotton 
"anything in cloth'' 


Gloroscopes 


Recognize and realize your inner 
potential! Accurate, reliable birth 
charts calculated and interpreted at 
reasonable cost. 


Call Linda at 963-6710 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUAMTY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


EARN EXTRA CASH! 


We are in need of a cleaning person 
for the final clean-up at Womonspace 
dances. This includes sweeping and 
mopping the floor, washing off and 
stacking tables, cleaning the bath- 
rooms and taking out the garbage. 
Thats about all there 1s to earning 
$50.00 once a month. Equipment is 
provided. To apply, call Kathryn at 
481-5973 or leave a message on the 
phone line; 488-2918. 


design & layout 


leryd? 
Grepleice 


429-4287 


- logos - posters 
- business ecards - pamphlets 
- letterheads -newsletters 


220% DISCOUNT “POR PACTIVE 
WOMCNSPACE MEMBERS 


SILVER LINING 


Si ivem "Lining! Productions 4s arqroup 
of women, interested in the promotion 
of women and men in music. They hope 
to bes the stepping stone for many local 
musicians between the bar/club circuit 
and the major production and music 
companies. Their main focus is women 
in music and Albertan musicians. 


CONTACT: “Silver Lining Productions 
6/o Julie M. Walker 
2205 - 2 Ave. NW 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2N OHI 
GaNvorlve bie 


Wednesday nights are women's nights at the Gay 
Alliance Towards Equality office. 
and 104 Street between 7 - 10 p.m. G.A.T.E. has a 


Drop win at Loi7s 


Jol 104 SUEDMONTON 403/424-8361 good library and peer counselling is also available. 


oy SCY Domcnscund 


This month, a look at Nancy Vogl]: 

For over ten years Nancy Vogl has 
toured and recorded with everyone 
from Linda Tillery to The Berkely 
Women's Music Collective. A vocalist, 
guitarist, producer, bass player, 
songwriter and group home counselor, 
Nancy has played a large part in the 
phenomenon we know as womyn's music 
which is making waves in almost 
every part of the world. 

In 1984 Nancy released her first 
solo album on the Redwood label 
titled Something To Go On. This 
album has recently become available 
in Canada and is getting a fair bit 
of airplay on alternative radio 
stations. Side one is entirely made 
up of original steel string guitar 
duets with Suzanne Shanbaum (also of 
the now defunct Berkely Women's 
Music Collective) and side two is a 
richly produced collection of songs 
about the lives of womyn. Strong 
material and arrangements make this 
album a must for almost any womyns 
collection, “Songs: Mike "threes Mi le 
Run'' written for three womyn who 
have died mysterious deaths while 
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engaged in political activity 

(Karen Silkwood, Yulanda Ward and 

Anna Mae Pictou Aquash) and ''100 

Bowls of the Moon'' look at the 

lives and loves of womyn everywhere 
while the instrumental pieces on 

side one make for interesting listening 
and offer a fine balance of musical 
stylings. 

Appearances by artists like Robin 
Flower, Mary Watkins, Barbara Borden 
and Holly Near also help to round out 
many of the tunes and possibly give 
it a higher profile with radio 
programmers who have until recently 
pretty much ignored the happenings 
in the womyn's music industry. 

Something To Go On is available 
at SU Records or order 1t thirough 
Common Woman Books. The mailing 
address for Redwood Records is: 


476 West MacArthur Blvd, Oakland 
California 94609. 

Also if you have a favourite 
artist or album you would like to 
see reviewed in this column piease 
write to me in care of WOMONSPACE 


NEWS. Lynne Weeds 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Due to the controversial nature of 
sado-masochism, submissions on this 
subject for the July issue of the news- 
letter were to be received by May 15th, 
so they could be reviewed and approved 
by the Womonspace Board of Directors. 
This requirement was advertised in the 
May issue. 

However, we have not received even 
one article yet, so we have decided 
to change the theme of next month's 
newsletter to 'relationships' instead. 
We all have relationships of one kind 


or an other, with ou mether "se Tagners, 
friends, lovers, sisters, brothers, etc. 
There are many questions to be 
raised about relationships and hope- 
fully, many answers to be gained in 
the contributions you can make to 
this newsletter. 
Please send your articles to Every 
Woman's Place, including a contact 
phone number (in case we have ques- 
tions or need to edite) and indicate 
how you wish the material to be credited] 


DEBORAH 


PGREECE: 
AN EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT 


| was travelling through Greece 
almost exactly one year ago, and | 
plan to return in 1986 with the pro- 
posed group. In this article | will 
try to let you know something of what 
EOMeEXPECET 

| went with a gay male friend who 
was just as inexperienced a traveller 
as | was. We were backpacking and 
trying to follow a very strict budget. 
Of the ten countries we visited, 
Greece was by far our favorite - the 
cheapest, the friendliest and the 
most beautiful. 

Budget accomodations in Greece run 
from $5 to $10 Canadian per person. 
Rooms are not as clean as we are used 
to over here; toilets and showers are 
shared by everyone on a floor and hot 


Water isa rarity, but for those prices, 


who can complain? 

The food is generally excellent, 
although the standard fare, moussaka, 
lamb chops, etc. can become a little 
monotonous. If you shop around, a 
full meal for two with wine will cost 
55) to SenCanadian: (remember, that's 
for two?) . 

Every traveller's first stop in 
Greece is Athens. Guide books gener- 
ally advise you to get in and out as 
quickly as ppessible, as “kt 1s big, 
dirty, urban and crowded. | loved it! 

Athens is a city of contrasts: 
around the corner from glass and con- 
crete high rises were stumbled upon 
ancient Byzantine churches. Souvlaki 
in the old market place costs 45 cents 
while a few blocks away people in the 
newest fashions step out of chauffered 
limosines. 

We saw little of the night life; 


we had made the mistake of not research- 


ing it in travel quides (Spart. and 
Giai's) before we left. Instead we 
were contented to drink ouzo in the 
outdoor cafes or share a bottle of 
wine with a fellow traveller in a 
courtyard. 


Mykonos, a planned stop for the 
group, is where the night life really 
happens. Many people feel that Mykonos 
is the most beautiful spot in the world. 
l agree. This is where all those pic- 
tures you see in travel agencies of 
whitewashed buildings and streets over- 
looking the bluest sea imaginable are 
taken. 

Over the years, Mykonos has become 
something of a resort for wealthy 
European gays. The crowd is mostly 
male, but it is a very comfortable 
atmosphere for lesbians too. 

The most important stop on our trip 


was the island of Lesbos. When | ar- 
rived, | was expecting a paradise of 
women from all over the world making 


a spiritual pilgrimage to their les- 
bian roots. | was very disappointed. 
By boat or plane, your first view 
of Lesbos is the dirty and boring 
pOrt uchiy MUtM i nije! Lesbos? isnot 
a very popular island for tourists, 
so there were very few restaurants, 
hotels or information centers in 
Mitilini. Unlike the rest of Greece, 
we even had trouble finding people 
who spoke english. 

My friend and | made the fatal mis- 
take of assuming that Mitilini was 
representative of the rest of Lesbos, 
and we made no effort to see the rest 
of the island. We booked the first 
passage on a boat out and walked 
blindly away from what could have been 
a great experience. 


Since then | have done a little 
research and discovered that Lesbos 
is covered in picturesque little 


villages, fantastic beaches, and 
campgrounds and hotels just swarming 
with female tourists. When | return 
next year with ‘the’ group, | fdlly 
intend to make up for everything | 
missed, 


Es 


CAIRO 


SPOTLIGHT ON EDMONTON 


have noticed recent ly in 
DESI S O11 OUly Felllir ley = 
of the rivalry between 

Calgary and Edmonton... or you may 


read elsewhere in this very publication 
the glories of one Lesbian Paradise or 
neqner... Mu? lay your ever stopy to 
think of just how neat Edmonton is? 


| could tell you about: hob=-nobbing 
lin the Gdelleqates at the: United 

lat MOns.%or about the thri Meet hiking 
in Appalachia, or about the sleepy 
romanticism of small-town-eastern 

instead! tin going to 
remind you about Edmonton. 

} 


A 


Canadas. Oru 


Your ali kniews ih Ow wonder UO Ul te 
onthly dances are, but did you realize 
thet’ thew are theveuwy of lots of cities 
Jice our size? Or that we have a much 
lonceim IiMStimaon, places to. dorm tinan 
lot ie Scherer ties wine tne publ iiica> 
Tone Places of Interest to Women in 
tt ISA and Canada? The community 
irit exhibited by the owners of 
yl edit | rare in Canada. And 
ther seems to be anvorqanization for 
(ust abollt everyone. ana not only do 
they exist but they co-operate: 
NS Foe WAS E@rS they find the res- 
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taurants yummy, accomodation affordable 
and entertainment, at least during 
exciting. And we hope 


that they find a warm welcome at 


tne Season 1. 


Womonspace or anywhere else they drop 
int All this will be even more true 
during Gay and Lesbian Awareness Week 
1985 (June 20-27), when we hope to 
welcome lots of out-of-towners (and 
those jwUst out-of the-closet,t too) to 
celebrate the diversity of our commun- 
ity., dheré"s everything. from, films 
at the Princess: Movie. Theatre, through 
book sale, art show and poetry night, 
to bop-ti | l=vyou-dropy dancing 

Two very special reasons to travel 
to (or in) Edmonton in June are Louise 
Rose and Holly Devore. Both these 
womyn are coming to Edmonton partially 
courtesy of Womonspace. Louise Rose 
iS a jazz singer and pianist who will 
be featured in concert on June 21. 


An informal reception will follow at 
which you will be able to talk to 
this fascinating artist. 

Holly Devore is currently working 


on a master's thesis on clothing stereo- 


types and will speak at the Public 


Forum on June 25th. This will be a 
chance to think about who, why, and 
what you are and share views and 
questions with other womyn and men 
about self image. 

For more information on all events 
of interest to the Lesbian community, 
during GALA or anytime, call the 
Lesbian info line at 488-2918. 

So come on out and celebrate, 
Edmonton! After all, any city whose 
major festival is called KlonDYKE 
Days: can't "be alt bad: 


Led 


INTERNATIONAL GAY ASSOCIATION 
7th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The IGA, representing thousands of 
lesbians and gay men from around the 


world, 1s coming te Toronto, ton ais 
7th Annual Conference, June 30 - July 
(ee 


This will be the hifse time the 
conference has been held Canada and 
the theme this year is 'Smashing 
Borders - Opening Spaces'. 

There will be social and cultural 
events as well as a variety of work- 
shops for women, plus a lesbian and 
gay pride day and an International 
Lesbian and Gay History Conference. 

For more information and a regis- 
tration form, contact Womonspace at 


488-2918. 


LESBIAN CONFERENCE ARE YOU... 

*working overtime without pay? 
*fearful of being fired if you 
become pregnant? 

*being forced to work on your day 
off or on Sunday? 

*angry at having no say in deci- 
Sions, that affect your Jifed 
*concerned about balancing work 


A minor miracle happened friday 
hidhteine Calgary, Aprijez6th at the 
Heather Bishop/Holly Wright concert, 
that kicked off the conference nicely. 
Edmonton womyn, exhausted by the long 
drive, a hard day's work and no food, 
came alive at the sound of sweet music. 

The stress and problems of the day 


seemed to melt away as the focus of response iN cies ab) NOMes Sie yO0 
attention became the beautiful words eos 

: : ; CALL THE WORKING WOMEN'S HOTLINE: 
and music of Holly Wright, accompanied 2 hgo-1959. - 


on bass by Sheryl, both from Edmonton. 
By the time Heather Bishop and 

bass player/singer, Tracy Riley came 

on stage, a mood of excitement and 

anticipation had been set. From her 

first song, @ Fever), wheather had us 


‘ = NEW YEAR'S EVE = 
begging for more. 


Despite some problems with the Those of you who missed the event 
sound system, this was an excellent of last year's holiday season have no 
Concert, thanks to the perrormers excuse for 1985! We have agreed to 
and the Lesbian Mother's Defence book the Forum Inn (across from the 
Fund of Calgary who brought them Coliseum) for a sumptuous dinner and 
all together. dance. “Reserve tne date on your 

The next day, the conference con- calendar now.. 


tinted to Unfold in “a selection of 
workshops, put on jointly by womyn 
from both the Edmonton and Calgary 
lesbian communities. All day long 
we shared our feelings, thoughts and 
experiences on a variety of topics 
like coming-out, lesbian-feminism 
and lesbian sexuality. 


Saturday evening the conference 
closed with a dance, back at the 
Union Centre where it had all began. 
We had come full circle. 

From beginning to end, Calgary's 
Second Lesbian Conference was an 
educational, enlightening and enjoy- 
able experience. When it happens 


- READING MATERIALS - 


Womonspace now owns a copy of 
Places of Interest to Women in USA and 
Canada. This handy travel guide gives 
details on lesbian bars, clubs, accom- 
modation, bookstores and services in 


ae : ; coe towns across the continent. Consult it 
again in two years, don’t miss it. before you leave on your next vacation. 
paborah Thescopy isastoned in the otiice--any 


board member can let you sneak a peek. 
And yes, your very own Womonspace is 
lis tea 

Recently we started a subscription 
exchange with other lesbian newspapers. 
These are available for your perusal 
at most drop-ins. 


DESTINATION = LESBOS 


Originally, the word 'lesbian' 
meant nothing more than an inhabitant 
ef Lesbos - the third larqest Greek 
lsand of 630 square miles, located 

in the Aegean Sea. 

Then around ©00 B.€., Sappho, of 
Lesbos became known, and it was not 
long before her name and that of the 
island on whieh she Tived began’ to 
take on a very special meaning. 

This extraordinary womon wrote 
beautiful lyric poetry at a time when 
most womyn were illiterate. Her con- 
temporaries called her 'The Tenth 
Muse! in honor of her passionate and 
often erotic love poems, many of which 
were directed to a student of her all- 
female academy. 

As Sappho's reputation as a poet 
grew, so did) the: suspicion that she 
loved womyn in more than just a spiri- 
tual way, as some modern scholars 
would have us believe. 

Pretty soon, the Greeks gave Up 
using the term tribadism to describe 
female homosexuality and started to 
talk about ''Lesbian love'' instead. 

StilWimore interestimaris: how the 
legend began that Lesbos was once 
populated entirely by womyn. It seems 
to have originated in 428 B.C. when 
the Athenian Assembly decided to 
punish the Lesbians for attempting 
a rebellion, by executing all the 
males on the island. 

Although they never carried out 
the plan, the idea that Lesbos was 
once an island of womyn has persisted 
Perhaps this reflects 
the great need, in our overwhelmingly 
patrianrtical society; forta stronger 
female mythology. 

It's no wonder, Lesbos is considered 
today the spiritual home of lesbians 
the world over. Many lesbians, like 
myself dream of visiting Lesbos, just 
like the Muslim who dreams cf making 
a pilorimages tooMecca:. 

A few friends and | are planning 
ai stripgto- Lesbos andaGreece in May, 
1986 and we welcome others to join us 


FOR eCemtUinleSis 


if they are. interested. 

le will cost roughly 31,000 for a 
return airline ticket and another $500 
or less for food and accommodation, 
depending on how long you stay and how 
welll. you Tike, to Jive: 

|f enough womyn are interested, 
Westcan Treks of Edmonton has offered 
to give us a presentation on Greece 
and look into getting a discount on 
the airfare. 

Let me know if you would like to 
go to Greece with us and maybe we 
can get together to pool our ideas 
and enthusiasm into planning a great 
trip Tor everyone. Deborah 

ph. 421-0790 


A SUNDAY: ODN . THE *COUNTRY@ >. 


GALA on June 23. This year's GALA 
picnic is being held at Camp Harris 
whieh is ust .a short, drive out of 
town. The day will take off at noon 
with a fun-run-off your hangover from 
the GALA dance the night before - and 
there will be sporting.events through- 
out the afternoon (organized by Womon- 
space). 

Late in the afternoon there'll be 
a community potluck supper - bring 
enough eats for 4 or 5 people. B.B.Q.s 
will be provided, as will drinking 
water. Supper will be followed by an 
ecumenical worship service and later 
a campfire. We will have a liquor 
permit, not for resale, but you may 
bring your own libations. 

TO GET THERE: take highway 16 
west, at Winterburn road turn south. 
About 23 miles south you'll see a 
sign for Camp Harris on the left hand 
side. If you need a ride, leave a 
message at 488-2918 and we'll make 
SURERVOUNGE Jone: 

So come, out from peon to 91> sii to 
soak up the sun, and relax with your 
friends. There's Sheltem® in casegar 
rain, and lots of great fun and com- 
pany promised. Hey - with days like 
this, who needs Vancouver, Toronto, 
Provincetown’or San Francwco!: L.J, 


will wind up the first weekend of 
| 


Activities ~ 


GENERAL MEETING 


The next general meeting takes 


place on Tuesday, June I]]th at Every 
Woman's Place, 7:30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome. 
BOARD MEETING 
The next board meeting will be held 


Tuesday, June 4th at Every Woman's 
Place, 5:00 p.m., brown bag supper. 


PR MEETING 


The Public Relations Committee 
will be meeting to decide their 
future, Tuesday, May 21st at Linda 
Mee ters, 5:30 p.m., brown bag. 


CONCERT 


Edmonton singer/songwriter, Lynne 
Weeds, will be featured at the Chinook 
Good Times Festival on June 15th, 

P2530 p.m. at Chinook Theatre. Tickets 
are $5.00 available at Chinook Theatre 
and CJSR Radio. 


CAMP OUT 


We would like to have a camp out on 
the August long weekend. If you are 
interested in taking on the respon- 
sibility of organizing it, please 
contact Kathryn, at 481-5973. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 


We will be having dances during July 
and August. Your help is desperately 
needed to make sure all dances are run 
smoothly. Please leave your name on 


the phone line. You don't have to be 
a member to volunteer'!! (but it would 
be mice). 


VANCOUVER GAY GAMES 


It you ane interested im forming 
a Womonspace fastball team to go to 
Vancouver, contact any board member. 
The games take place August 1 - 5, 
in conjunction with Vancouver Gay 
Pride Week. This) will be the first 


year women have a sport of this 
type in the Gay and Lesbian Summer 
Games. 

The Edmonton Roughnecks are send- 
ing some teams as well so there may 
be a possibility of shared transpor- 
tation. The entry fee is yet to be 
set but it will be in the area of 
$40 per person. This includes ban- 
quel, parade, picnic and a whole lot 
of fun. Billeting will be provided 
to anyone who needs it. 

For a complete information 
package and registration forms, write 
tox" Womens?) Fast Ball, M.V.A.ALAz. 
1200 Hornby St... Vancouver Bat. 5 
VGOZS2E2e 


(403)483-6320 
Ardelle L. Dudley 


& Women’s Counselling 
h Services of Edmonton 


14503 -90 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5R5V1 


Elizabeth MASSIAH, M.S.W. 


FEMINIST THERAPIST 


(bus.) 422-3022 
(res.) 481-5973 


Edmonton 


WOMONSPACE 
DANCE 


HAZELDEAN HALL ~ 
9630-66 AVENUE 


8pm to 1:30a 


lllustration by Edidt Geever, from Adm.- Members $ 5 


Lost Goddesses of Early Greece, Beacon 


Press, Boston, 1978. Non — $ ; 
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